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April 16, 2008

TO THE CITIZENS OF SHIRLEY:

First of all, please allow me to share how much I have appreciated the ability to work as your Superintendent of Schools here in School Union 60 this past year.  The cooperation, support, and feedback from the Shirley School Committee and the citizens of the Town of Shirley has been thorough, well intentioned, and positive as we all work together for the benefit of our school children.

The 2008-2009 budget was $271,682.16 while the proposed budget for 2009-2010 totals $210,600.83.  This proposed budget represents a decrease of $61,081.33 for expenditures towards education or 22%.  This decrease is due mostly to the closing of Shirley Elementary School.

The revenue anticipated for the coming year includes a balance of $31,424.00 (down by $29,349.00 from last year).  In addition, the state subsidy of $8,475.92 (down by $6,082.14 from last year), a local with state of $156,041.41 (last year’s amount was $142,769.18) and a local additional of $13,717.73 (last year’s amount was $53,581.92) to fund the budget.  This represents an actual total DECREASE to taxpayers of $26,591.96 to fund education in the Town of Shirley for the 2009-2010 fiscal year.

In closing, it has been a difficult year for the Town of Shirley in regards to the closing of its school.  From the beginning, the School Committee focused their decision making on what they felt was best for the education of our children and not upon what the economic impact to the town may be speculated to be.  These were not easy conversations, and the decisions made were not easy ones to make.  In the end, the Town voted its wishes regarding the fate of Shirley Elementary School.  I would like to remind residents of Shirley that just because your school is closed, that DOES NOT mean you stop educating your children.  There is still much work to do, and still many needs to be met for the children of Shirley.  It is important that we focus our attention and continue to work together for our children’s future, while not forgetting our rich history. 

Please feel free to contact me anytime with comments, concerns, questions, or suggestions. 

Thank you,

Heather J. Perry,

Superintendent of Schools

